Dear Sylvia, 



June 25, 1970 



Thanks for your letter of June 21, which I will put off answering 
at this time. But I will answer soon. 

I just want to let you know that everything went off beautifully 
on Monday, from the point of view of what we were shown, and 
the relationship that appears to now be established between 
Dove Films and nife Magazine. ' More mm 2X1$ specifically, I 
feel that Pollard's secretary, Miss Ann Drayton, is gongg 
to be very helpful in furnishing me with information necessary 
to get to the bottom of the whole story behind the Zapruder film. 

I do not believe the "missing frames" story; Tink Thompson never 
got anywhere near the bottom of that issue. He merely accepted 
at face value a Life press release. 

Until this afternoon, I thought that I would be coming to Few York 
next week in order to see £M and inspect tarefully the actual 
original footage purchased by Life K for t of a million dollars, as 
well as the Dallas Duplicate turned over to them. 

This afternoon, however, I was called from Washington by 
Mr. Wexler and told that his schedule on Monday or Tuesday would 
permit at most 2 hours at the offices of Life in New York City. 

I feel that I need at least five. 

He is very anxious to be of any help he possibly can; and, 

interestingly enough, is even getting sincerely interested in — possiblv- 

actually getting together a financial coaltion to do a K film 
about the JFK assassination and its political significance. 

He has assured me that there will be several more trips he 
will make to FiSJ£X the east coast in the newt 16 weeks. 

(I left out a fact. He was not able to be here in Los Angeles 
when the materials flown out’mainly for his benefit’' were here. 

It was arranged thax he would call Los Angeles just before we 
stepped in the door, announcing his "last minute" inability to be there. 
This went off without a. hitch.) In fact, he had gone to Washington, D.C. 
on Thursday of the previous week, but It was deemed wiser not to 
reschedule such an important event , such an outstanding visual 
opportunity, if we could retain credibility through the correctly 
timed long distance phone call. This was done, and done quite well. 

Pollard's as sistant. Miss Ann Drayton, will be going to Europe 
to vist her family (she is British) on July 3. Four weeks later, 
she will be back at her desk. 

Starting with the time she returns, I will accompany Wexler to 
New York City on his next trip after that time. 

It is of the utmost importance that the"Warren Report critic" 
nature of our interaction with Life be kept in strictest confidence. 

More than that and I know that this sounds paradoxical it must 

not be revealed that Pollard is even going through the motions of 
appearing to sell the film materials involved. 
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ro le of the completely disgusted pacifist, just turning awyy. 



A moment later, the door opened and the courier entered again. 
We all tried our best to pretend nothing had happened, the 
atmosphere was, as you can well imagine , most tense. 



Prom that moment on, I was most susupicious, for I .felt that 
Fred had come into the room with designs of his own,i was playi g 
it deauss wild. Wl 

2 I realize now that I was unduly suspicious. 

However, here is what happened. At the eild -i-ong day, 

when Ann was packing up the materials in a box, I went ov.r and 
fe/t what should have been a 16mm reel of the Z film (.the 
item they brought out here). 

I felt that the tissue paper contained nothing but a rolled 
up AC electrical extension cord. 

I really did think this, and would never have even dreamed 
it had not the incident with the camera occured before, and had 
^ot Fred and Dennis acted, by my standards like a bunch of 
whispering conspirators during too much of the time -pent there. 

I auicklv left the room, as we were carrying our many items 
down i’Sfyiing lot, and’blnttly asked Fred and Dennis: 

"did you guys swipe that 16mm film. . 

Dennis said u nequivocally "No"; Fred simply got mad; and 
because I wasn’t sure that the line one draws between the _ 
heroic and the stupid was not completely blurred m his mm , 

I really did not .know what to make of his answer. 

Today, I am convinced that nothing of the sort happened. 

Then, however, I simply repeated my question. 

Fred has taken this as a profound insult and is unbelievably 

1 Cal SS£X I presume there will be a decay time to all this, and 
things will eventually return to "normal", whatever that is 
supposed to be. 

One thing he has refused to do is admit error in taking in 
a camera, and using it. 

The whole incident caused me much agony because by the t ime 
I eo t bLk to the ioom, the box with items for NYC was already 
LSletXy sealed; and’that night, I went to dinner with a , close 
friend and agonized whether or not to return to Time Life the 
next morning® before Ann left for the airport, and ask that the 
box be broken open and the contents inventoried. 

I finally realized that the camera incident had upset my 
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own ability to accurately judge where an associate of mine had 
drawn the line, because what he had done seemed to ludicrous. 

Anyway, I finally decided against going back, and I’m now 
convinced I was overly suspicious. 

What I do regret is that at the moment I had the suspicion, 

I didn’t _ have the instant guts to open the tissue wrapping and 
peek inside, an act that couldbe easily explained, and would 
have cast no aspersion on anywae. 

I was not alonein my suspcisons. Jack, who left early, later 

P^ one th ft Fred was behaving so oddly he was mmi&m K suspiciou 
tnat he ^ and his son (who came along) were involved inS purloining 
smme slides or transparencies. 



********* 



, , Sylvia I am very sorry that I have expanded upon in some 

detail the one aspect of the whole visit which was negative. 

The rest was so very productive and positive; it really did 
lar outweigh this which, because it did not come to light, 
ended up causing no damage. 



I have made an agreement withmyself to type up all my 
recollections and observations and frame counts in the form of 
memos. I already have typed pp. 19 pager. 

I’m working on the rest. 

, When all is through. I’ll send you materials so you will know 
wnat my own reactions were. 

At this time, I must ask: when you were up there, at life, 
did they ever screen for you the 16mm print made from the original 
film (not the 8): 

Also, did they really screen for you the actual original? 

This seems very difficult to believe; but if that is what they 
told you, than that is that. 



We had complete access, for 6 hours or so, to 
1) an 8mm copy; 2) a gorgeous 16mm copy, made from the original; 
3; a 35mm slide set running from frame 133 way up to 369; and 
4) many £ 4 by 5 transparencies, but notof all frames. 

Will be in further touch. 



And oh yes. The other thing that happened this week 
is that the FBI sent an agent out to my apartment; I wasn’t home, 
so he left a note in mailbox, asking me to call. Which I did. 

I think the FBI may be getting interettdd in my manuscript. 



And, topping off an exciting week, I had an auto accident 
this afternoon; no one hurt. But I will probably get a few new parts 

put on my 10 year old VW, because — given that it happened I was 

lucky enough to get hit by an official Univ. of Calif, vehicle, and 
"the driver involved admitted to the policeman that he was inovlved 
in making an illegal U-trun. Are you ready, RohaM Reagan? 



Best regards, 




/ / Davi d 




